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at California State University, Northridge (CSUN)

“CSUN is a great university to study at because it is 
such a diverse place. You will meet people from all 
over the world, with all backgrounds imaginable. 
And when you finish studying at CSUN, you will have 
friends not only in California, but all over the world!”

– Krister Bagnkop, Frederikshavn, Denmark



Why CSUN?

CSUN is one of the largest public  
universities in California, serving  
more than 40,000 students each year. 
CSUN has students that come from more 
than 90 countries and has decades of 
experience hosting international students. 
In 2013–2014, Open Doors ranked CSUN 
#1 among master’s universities in the U.S.  
in terms of the number of international 
students enrolled. Semester at CSUN 
students are given full access to campus 
facilities and services including: the  
fitness center, health center, library,  
tutoring services, student clubs and  
intramural sports.



What is Semester at CSUN?
Semester at CSUN (SAC) is a study abroad  
program that enables international students  
to enroll for one semester or one year. In all 
classes, SAC students are integrated with  
degree-seeking students.

Semester at CSUN provides: 

»» Access to university classes in a variety  
of departments

»» Academic credits that may be transferred 
to your home university

»» Academic advisement and registration 
assistance

»» An official university transcript

Student Support 

The SAC program focuses on personal  
attention to help each student succeed at 
CSUN and have a memorable and meaningful 
semester abroad. Each semester begins with  
an orientation program and a “Welcome to L.A.” 
tour. Students can rely on an expert team to 
provide guidance, not only on academics, but 
also on campus life, local events, transitioning 
to a new city and exploring America.

The university offers free tutoring services and 
training resources on writing, communication 
and conversation, subject-specific tutoring in 
business, mathematics, science and engineer-
ing, and resume writing – all of which are 
available to SAC students.



Academics
CSUN offers bachelor’s, master’s and  
doctoral degrees in more than 200 fields  
and is accredited by the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges (WASC). A full  
list of accreditations can be found at  
www.csun.edu/catalog/about/accreditation.

“SAC is great in helping everyone – helping 
to improve our lives in college and to have 
the best experience that we could have!”

– Priscilla Magalhães
	 Fortaleza, Brazil

“CSUN is an amazing place to study in LA. 
The program is interesting, challenging 
and flexible and the people are extremely 
welcoming. I highly recommend it!”

– Anna Larsson
	 Stockholm, Sweden

www.csun.edu/catalog/about/accreditation


MIKE CURB COLLEGE OF ARTS, MEDIA,  
AND COMMUNICATION

ART 
• Art History BA/MA
• Art Education BA/MA
• Visual Arts BA/MA/MFA
 	 - Animation BA
 	 - Ceramics BA/MFA
 	 - Drawing BA/MFA
 	 - Graphic Design BA/MFA
 	 - Illustration BA/MFA
 	 - Painting BA/MFA
	 - Photography BA/MFA
	 - Printmaking BA/MFA
	 - Public Art MFA
	 - Sculpture BA/MFA
	 - Video/Digital Art BA/MFA
CINEMA AND TELEVISION ARTS
• Electronic Media Management BA
• Film Production BA
• Media Theory and Criticism BA
• Multimedia Production BA
• Screenwriting BA
• Television Production BA
COMMUNICATION STUDIES
• Communication Studies BA
• Rhetorical Studies MA
• Intercultural Communication MA
• Interpersonal Communication MA
• Communication Theory MA
• Performance Studies MA
• Language Behavior MA
• Cultural Studies MA
JOURNALISM
• Journalism BA/MA
• Mass Communications MA
MUSIC
• Breadth Studies BA
• Composition BM/MM
• Conducting BM/MM
• Music Education BA/MA
• Music Industry Studies BA
• Music Therapy BA
• Performance BM/MM
 	 - Choir BA
 	 - Commercial and Media Writing BM
 	 - Instrumental BA
 	 - Jazz Studies BM
	 - Keyboard/Organ Emphasis BM
	 - Keyboard/Piano Pedagogy BM
	 - Keyboard/Piano Performance BM
	 - Percussion BM
	 - Strings/Guitar BM
	 - Strings/Orchestral BM
	 - Vocal Arts BM
	 - Winds BM

THEATRE
• Theater BA/MA

DAVID NAZARIAN COLLEGE OF  
BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 

ACCOUNTANCY
• Accountancy BS/MS
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
• Business Administration BS/Certificate*/MBA
• Business Law BS
• Global Supply Chain Management BS
• Insurance/ Financial Services BS
• Real Estate BS
• Systems and Operations Management BS
ECONOMICS
• Economics BA
FINANCE
• Finance BS
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
• Information Systems BS 
MANAGEMENT
• Management BS
MARKETING 
• Marketing BS
TAXATION
• Taxation MS

MICHAEL D. EISNER COLLEGE  
OF EDUCATION 

COUNSELING
• Career Counseling MS
• College Counseling and Student  

Services MS
• Educational Psychology MA
• Marriage and Family Therapy MS
• School Counseling MS
• School Psychology MS
DEAF STUDIES
• Deaf Studies BA
EDUCATION
• Elementary Education MA
• Secondary Education MA
	 - Curriculum and Instruction MA
	 - English Education MA
	 - Education Technology MA 
	 - Mathematics Education MA
	 - Multicultural and Multilingual MA
	 - Science Education MA
EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION
• Higher Education MA
• K-12 MA
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
• Educational Leadership and Policy  

Studies MA

SPECIAL EDUCATION
• Deaf and Hard of Hearing MA
• Early Childhood Special Education MA
• Educational Therapy MA
• Mild/Moderate Disabilities MA
• Moderate/Severe Disabilities MA

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND  
COMPUTER SCIENCE  

COMPUTER ENGINEERING 
• Computer Engineering BS
COMPUTER INFORMATION  
TECHNOLOGY
• Computer Information Technology BS
COMPUTER SCIENCE
• Computer Science BS/MS
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT  
TECHNOLOGY
• Construction Management Technology BS
ENGINEERING
• Civil Engineering BS
• Construction Management Technology BS
• Electrical & Computer Engineering BS/MS
• Engineering Management BS/MS
• Manufacturing Systems BS/MS
• Materials Engineering MS
• Mechanical Engineering BS/MS
• Software Engineering MS
• Structural Engineering MS

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND  
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY STUDIES
• Assistive Technology Studies and Human 

Services MS
ATHLETIC TRAINING
• Athletic Training BS
CHILD & ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT
• Child & Adolescent Development BA
COMMUNICATION DISORDERS AND  
SCIENCES
• Speech and Language Pathology BA/MS
• Audiology BA
ENVIRONMENTAL AND OCCUPATIONAL 
HEALTH
• Environmental and Occupational  

Health BS/MS

“What I really liked about  
CSUN was the friendliness and 
open-minded people, professors 
and coaches who were really 
caring and interested about 
where you come from and  
what your future plans look like. 
Studying abroad was such a 
unique and amazing experience 
that taught me so much about 
myself and gave me an under-
standing of daily life in a  
different language.”

– Carla Felsenstein 
Hamburg, Germany

Available Degree Programs



FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
• Apparel, Design, and Merchandising  

BS/MS
• Consumer Affairs BS/MS
• Family and Consumer Sciences  

Education BS
• Family Studies BS/MS
• Nutrition, Dietetics, and Food  

Science BS/MS
HEALTH SCIENCE
• Health Administration BS/MS
• Health Education BS/MS
• Nursing BSN
• Public Health MPH
• Public Health Promotion BS
KINESIOLOGY
• Adapted Physical Activity MS
• Applied Fitness BS
• Biomechanics MS
• Dance BS/MS
• Exercise Physiology MS
• Exercise Science BS
• General Studies BS
• Motor Behavior MS
• Pedagogy in Physical Education MS
• Physical Education BS
• Sport Studies MS
PHYSICAL THERAPY
• Physical Therapy MPT
TOURISM, HOSPITALITY AND  
RECREATION MANAGEMENT
• Tourism Management BS/MS
• Recreational Sports Management BS/MS

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
 
ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES
• Asian-American Studies BA
CENTRAL AMERICAN STUDIES
• Central American Studies BA
CHICANA AND CHICANO STUDIES
• Chicana and Chicano Studies BA/MA
ENGLISH 
• Literature BA/MA
• Creative Writing BA/MA
• English Subject Matter BA
• Rhetoric and Composition Theory MA
FRENCH
• French Literature BA
• French Language & Culture BA
GENDER AND WOMEN’S STUDIES
• Gender and Women’s Studies BA
HUMANITIES
• Humanities BA/MA
LANGUAGES AND CULTURES
• Armenian BA
• Italian BA
• Japanese BA

LIBERAL STUDIES
• Liberal Studies BA
LINGUISTICS 
• Linguistics BA/MA
• Teaching English as a Second Language BA/

MA
MODERN JEWISH STUDIES 
• Modern Jewish Studies BA
PHILOSOPHY
• Philosophy BA
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
• Religious Studies BA
SPANISH 
• Spanish Language and Culture BA/MA
• Spanish Literature BA

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND  
MATHEMATICS 

 
BIOCHEMISTRY
• Biochemistry BS/MS
BIOLOGY 
• Biology BA/BS/MS
• Biotechnology/Medical Technology BS
• Cell & Molecular Biology BS
• Microbiology BS
• Marine Biology BS
• Environmental Biology BS
CHEMISTRY
• Chemistry BA/BS/MS
GEOLOGY
• Environmental Geology BS
• Geology BS/MS
• Geophysics BS/MS
• Secondary Teaching BS
MATHEMATICS
• Applied Mathematical BS/MS 
• Mathematics BA/BS/MS
• Secondary Teaching BS/MS
• Statistics BS
PHYSICS
• Astrophysics BS/MS
• Physics BA/BS/MS 

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL AND  
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES  

 
AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
• African American Arts & Literature BA
• African American Social Sciences BA
• African and African American Cultural  

Studies BA
ANTHROPOLOGY
• Anthropology BA/MA
• Public Archaeology MA
GEOGRAPHY 
• Geography BA/MA
• Geographic Information Science BA/MA

HISTORY 
• History BA/MA
POLITICAL SCIENCE
• Law and Society BA 
• Politics and Government BA
• Public Policy and Management BA
• Political Science BA/MA
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
• Public Sector Management and Leadership 		
MPA
PSYCHOLOGY
• Applied Behavior Analysis MS
• Clinical Psychology MA
• General Experimental MA
• Psychology BA
SOCIAL WORK
• Social Work MSW
SOCIOLOGY
• Criminology and Criminal Justice BA
• General Sociology BA/MS
• Social Welfare BA
• Work and Society BA
URBAN STUDIES AND PLANNING 
• Urban Studies and Planning BA

CSUN College Distinctions
CSUN includes nine colleges, all of which 
have achieved national and regional  
recognition for the quality of their  
programs. Recognitions include:

David Nazarian College of  
Business and Economics* 

In 2014, “U.S. News & World  
Report” ranked CSUN’s Master  
of Business Administration  
(MBA) program among the nation’s  
best part-time MBA programs. 

Mike Curb College of Arts, 
Media and Communications

In 2014, “The Hollywood  
Reporter” named CSUN  
among the “Top 25 Film &  
Music Schools in the U.S.” 

College of Engineering and  
Computer Science** 

In 2014, CSUN was selected to host one of 
four White House-sponsored STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) 
workshops. The College of Engineering and 
Computer Science has also received wide 
recognition for its ongoing support of 
under-represented minorities in the fields  
of engineering and computer science.

	BA 	 - 	Bachelor of Arts
	BM 	 - 	Bachelor of Music
	BS 	 - 	Bachelor of Science
	BSN 	 - 	Bachelor of Science in Nursing
	MA 	 - 	Master of Arts
	MBA 	 - 	Master of Business Administration
	MFA 	 - 	Master of Fine Arts
	MM 	 - 	Master of Music
	MPA 	 - 	Master of Public Administration
	MPH 	 - 	Master of Public Health
	MPP 	 - 	Master of Public Policy
	MPT 	 - 	Master of Physical Therapy
	MS 	 - 	Master of Science
	MSW 	- 	Master of Social Work

*Apply here tsengcollege.csun.edu/programs/GCBA/
apply Please note: GCBA NOT APPROVED for 
SACM-sponsored students

*Accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB)
**Accredited by the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET)

http://tsengcollege.csun.edu/programs/gcba/apply


Student Life
Visiting international students are welcomed  
as full members of the campus community  
with access to campus facilities, activities  
and student support services. 

Facilities 
»» University Student Union (USU) – The 

USU is a busy town square with amenities 
for students: a bank, a ticket booth for 
discounted tickets and transit passes, a 
performance hall, a game room, a variety of 
food options and a wide range of events.  

»» Student Recreation Center (SRC) – The SRC 
is a 12,820 square meter, state-of-the-art, 
LEED certified facility for exercise and leisure 
activity. Students can sign up for fitness 
classes and join intramural sports teams.

»» Oviatt Library – The resources and services 
offered by the Oviatt Library include research 
assistance, IT help, technology checkout, 
charging lockers, group study rooms, a  
creative media studio and free tutoring  
services at the Learning Resource Center. 

»» Klotz Student Health Center – Klotz Health 
Center provides board-certified physicians in 
family medicine, internal medicine, sports 
medicine, gynecology and a variety of other 
areas. Students may also access specialists  
in physical therapy, chiropractic services, 
massage therapy, optometry and dentistry.  

»» Valley Performing Arts Center (VPAC) –  
The VPAC is an award-winning professional 
performance center, bringing the highest 
caliber of arts to the region. Student tickets 
are offered at a discounted rate.  



Activities

There is always something to do at CSUN:

»» More than 325 student clubs and  
organizations

»» Lectures, symposiums and film screenings

»» Movies, plays, concerts and special events

»» Intramural and club sports 

»» Trips to popular destinations, such as the 
Grand Canyon, Yosemite National Park,  
Las Vegas and San Francisco

“What I really enjoyed about CSUN was 
the campus. The campus is very focused 
on student life and offers lots of things 
for students to do besides studying. This 
gives the campus a sense of community 
which was something I really enjoyed, 
and also why I spent many hours on 
campus even when I wasn’t in class.”

– Kenneth Jacobsen 
Aalborg, Denmark



Housing and Transportation

Housing

Northridge is a “university town,” with 
many shops and restaurants within walking 
distance of campus. Many students live on 
campus in furnished, apartment-style units 
within a secure, gated environment. The 
student housing area includes laundry 
rooms, swimming pools, sports courts, a 
satellite student services office, a coffee 
shop and lounge areas for relaxing and 
studying. International student housing is 
available for SAC students on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Transportation

CSUN is a short drive from the bright  
lights of Hollywood, Southern California’s 
world-famous beaches and many other 
popular attractions. 

»» Public Transportation  
The campus is served by Metro bus lines 
and offers a free shuttle to connect to 
the nearest Metrolink train station. 
Students can travel to virtually any 
destination in the Los Angeles  
Metro-Rail system — and beyond.  

»» Short-Term Car Rental: Zipcar®  
Zipcar® is a program that enables  
CSUN students to rent a car for as  
little as one hour or as much as seven 
days at a time. Zipcar® vehicles are 
conveniently parked in two locations on 
campus — near the University Student 
Union and in the student housing area.



FAQs
❯ Where is CSUN? 
CSUN is located in the center of Northridge,  
a neighborhood in Los Angeles that is  
approximately 30 km from Santa Monica  
and Hollywood. 

❯ When will I know my class schedule?
After you have been accepted, SAC program 
advisors will contact you with feedback on 
the course selections submitted with your 
application. Students usually receive a  
confirmed class schedule or plan of study 
approximately two or three weeks before  
the start of the semester.

❯ Am I guaranteed my choice of courses?
While no specific course selection can be 
guaranteed, we will do our best to enroll  
you in as many of your preferred courses  
as possible, based on your eligibility and 
course availability.

❯ Do you have scholarships?
Scholarships are not available to SAC students. 

❯ Is the campus safe?
CSUN is located in a safe, residential neighbor-
hood. CSUN has its own police department on 
campus that provides services to the university 
community 24 hours a day/seven days a week.

❯ Can I live off campus? 
Many housing options are available  
within walking or biking distance, such as 
homestay families or apartments/houses  
for rent in Northridge and the surrounding 
neighborhoods. Some students prefer to live 
close to the beach or in another area of  
Los Angeles and drive to campus.

❯ Do I need a car? 

A car is not necessary for students living on 
campus or in nearby neighborhoods. A wide 
range of restaurants and stores are within 
walking or biking distance. Many activities 
planned by student groups or the International 
Programs office include transportation. The 
CSUN Transit Station connects you to Metro 
bus lines and a free shuttle to the Metrolink 
train station. Zipcar® vehicles are also available 
on campus for short-term car rental. However, 
if you are planning to live farther from campus 
or travel beyond the L.A. area, having or 
renting a vehicle is recommended.

❯ What if I get sick? 
CSUN is located near three major  
hospitals in case of a medical emergency.  
For non-emergencies, the Student Health  
Center is located on campus and provides 
services at little or no cost. The center is 
staffed with board-certified physicians, 
physical therapists, dentists, optometrists  
and more, and includes an on-site pharmacy. 

❯ Where can I work out or play sports? 
SAC students may purchase a membership to 
the Student Recreation Center that features: 
state-of-the-art weight and fitness zones, a 
rock climbing wall, a gymnasium, an indoor 
track, two outdoor swimming pools, and more. 
Members can participate in group exercise 
classes, as well as a variety of team sports 
through organized intramurals. 

Program Requirements

All applicants must:

»» Be at least 18 years old

»» Have completed high school

»» Have a 2.0 minimum grade point average for 
university courses (based on a 4.0 grading 
system) or equivalent

»» Meet the English-language proficiency 
requirement for undergraduate students: 
TOEFL iBT = 61 or IELTS = 6.0 (contact  
the SAC program for country-specific 
equivalencies that are also accepted)

“...my English was not perfect, of course, 
so my friends helped me a lot with 
homework and taking notes. I met 
really good friends in class. Taking class 
in English is a really good experience.”

– Kaho Tonomura, Japan



Statement of Nondiscrimination and Disability Services Information: CSUN does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, national 
origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or veteran status, as monitored by the Department of Labor (Office of Federal Contract Compliance) 
and the Department of Education, or in violation of section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the regulations adopted thereunder.

To find out how you can be part of CSUN, contact us!

tsengcollege.csun.edu/SAC	 sac@csun.edu

Follow us on 

Twitter

 
18111 NORDHOFF STREET 
NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA 91330 U.S.A.

WWW.CSUN.EDU

http://tsengcollege.csun.edu/sac
www.csun.edu

